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FROM 


Zobn Cockburn, D: D. 


LETTER 


To his Friend in Lonpon. 


| AKC pr, Dear Sx, 


prove and Cenfare Mens poſitive Refolu- 


ough there was not Divine Authority for I, 
it, yet there is very good Reaſon ro Re- 


tions, of doing this or that, without a pro- 
found - to the' Lord's Wil: for both Great 
and Small, wherher they will or not, are altogether 
in the Power of God; who very often, by his ſecrer 
and unforeſeen Providence, difpoleth them, as both 


ſhort of, and'beyond,'fo beſides thoſe RxpeRations 


and Defires with which they amuſe thernſelves, and 
pleaſe others: | 


Res Deus noftras celert citatas 
Tarbine werſat. 


But though both Scripture ard Experience with us 
this CEE Trath; Foy _ is the Vanity of _ 
that 


* Seneca Thy- 


| ear 


£2] 


that he reſolves, promiſes, and undertakes, as if he 
were Maſter of himſelf, and wholly at his own dif-" 
ofat _— OT ug co. Pe 106 oro BP 
II : I cannot free my ſelf altogether from this Common 
Infirmity, when I publiſh'd my Firſt Narrative of 
Bourignianiſm. Indeed, I was never ſo pro hane, as 
to forget my NDependance upon God, or ta think that 
I could undertake or execute any thing, without His 
Permiſſion and Aſſiſtance : But ſuppoſing that-He 
would grant Life and Health, -and that Aſſiſtance 
which may be expected, upan his_own Promiſe, to 
all ſincete Endeavours 'to ſerve Himſelf,” andthe In- 
tereſt of Truth and Religion ; I fay, ſuppoſing'this, 
I did not apprehend any. occaſion. of dehying the 
other Narratives, which Fintended*and promiſed ; 1 
did not expect, neither had I any fears of an Obli- 
gation to lay down my. Pen, ,and take,up my Staft'; 
to leave England, and walk as a Pilgrim again, into a 
Foreign Country, which hath fruſtrated ſeveral ox. 
ther Deſigns, as it hath interrupted:the proſecution 
of ' this about Bourignianiſm. > 11 0 {2 
HW. © - Enthuſiaſts are all-Maſters of. Celeftial : Poltticks , 
and take;upon them to atfſert_the ſecret Reaſons of all 
Publick and Private Difpenſations, as poſitively as if 
they were Secretaries of Heaven, or fate in the 
Council there, or kept an-intimate* Correſpondence 
with- the Supreme Court : | Wherefore.i/ſome , of the 
Admirers and Followers of Aytonia Bourignon will per- 
haps fay, That God has forced me to wander thus, 
to puniſh my aſſaulting the Credit of ſo Excellent a 
© Perſon, and the endeavouring to. raiſe. Prejudices a- 
_ gainſt her Doctrine and Principles, which not only may 
contribute much to'reform-the World, 'but-alſo which 
are the only means:by which a General Reformation 
can 
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canibe effected/ I:do';grantiindeed,” that. that whit! 
hath befallenme;; is new-Affliton, {artendedrwitho 
ſeveral Inconveniencies to my felf;'-whictrT take from” 
God, bothras a Puniſhment'and: Trial , and1do pray 
moſt heartily'unto 'Himwho: overirulesoalbithings;! 
that. this _ others rn nn. which: have be 
me, may add to my Faith, .amp ce: Repentante;/ 
Wiſdom, Experierice,' Patience;'Hope, and- all other 
Fruits of . Righteouſnefs. But though: T:have* many” 
things .to.repent;of; yet. I ſee. noreafonto repenof 
my: undertaking/the! Detedtion ob the: Errors and De<i 
luſions of Madamoiſele. Bowignen, and: her followers: 
Nay, | may rather think, that*!the:?Wafe Providerice! 
of God, that uſethito contrive all things ſo'wonder«: 
fully, that each/ moſt fitly anſwereth divers excellent- 
Purpoſes,' hath»caft::me uport this:Shore, though az = 
cainſt my: Will, as for :other Ends :q'to render me 
more:capable to:proſecute this uſeful Defign ; foxmaw: 
I- have 'opportunity:to ſpeak with thoſe who'knew' 
Antonia Bourignon. 1 can have ai better.Account'of 
her-Self,'and/ Liam better-furmiſhid with her Books, 
and other Books relating:toher;|than-could have beer: 
had- in Z»g/and. © Thus: while-I am removed ifromi 
dear Relations, and moſt worthy-:Friends, :andi the: 
Satisfaction! and. Conveniency - which I enjoyed a- 
moneg(t; thetn;':L am:brought nearer to. this-purpole ; 
which, I hope, will prove. both acceptable and! pro4 
fitable to the Publicks +; 2: "7 6t Sei 1950 

It was impeſiible--to: go 'on- with the Narratives, 
while I was travelling and -unſetled in; a -moſt- ſevere 
Winter ; but the Delay -ftiall, God willing,'-be now 
compenſated,. by making them more full and-demon- 
ſtrative. Early Buds are wont to-pleaſe:the'Curious, 
who generally are-a. little impatient. Any ===" 

ou 


is 
NTT EEC IITY 
— 


V1. 


C4] 
over-haftily-put forth before: their proper Seaſon. ' 4 
would not have publiſtid the Account of Bourignianiſm 
by.Parcels, nor. the. Firft-Narrative fo fon, if it had 
noe: been | to: fatisfie the:Curiofity of ſome, ' who ear-" 
neſtly defired! any: Taft of that Matter, to: which they: 


WENE , gers. i 3-441Þ QZ 1 it] | 
But - Fed of daelogienforiny Delay, it may ſeern 
to:fome_ more adwiſeable; to leave-off the: Thonghts. 
ot, continuing; this: Subja®, that 1 may: havecreſt trom: 
the; Centres of Men, rand not be! obliged to engage 
in. ſome tinpleaſent ,Conteſts.,: For which, they ſay, 
lome|are piicparing. ';But whether it: beſo; or not; F' 
am not mich" concerned ; nor did: ]. enter uponithis' 
Subject to raſbly,, as to. be thus (eaſily diverted from 
tz, ('Ths! Cenfutes:of Men, do:ntither ifurprize me, 
non Gſtzrb amy 'repoſe!: 'Þ know: every Reader wilt:be: 
a,Jndge, . and - will [Pais Sentence 1gccording 'to his: 
Knowledge and: Inclinations, and Iam willing it 
thould be; fo." - If the Cenfure. be Ju, -it walefy} ei- 
ther 6 Gronfirm br'ito::Corredt ; it betrivial and: 
malicious, it;;goes: Matter: for: the:Exerciſe 'of Chri-: 
{taniPattence and: Meckneſs ;- and if ir: be: material, 
it:afiords Occaſibn/ for further illuſtrations: ſo ther 
once way or another, "Cenfures are profitable. L have 
bad-Fimpgxo injorm: my ſalt 'ofthoſe which have been 
pals [upon the; Foff Narrative, and/l crave leave to 
offer them to your Conſiderations iii! +41 05 | 
>Some:fay that the Deſigh is not tavr7 ; that there 
1s:more noiſe made. aboot'the matter than 4s needful - 
Why, fay. they, a this Zeal againf8 Antoriia Bou- 
rignon' 2 What though ther Principles prevail, fore of 
them are harmleſs, others tend to Plety'; and what may 
prodkce: foi goud an Effet; ought wot roibe obſtrutled. Tf 
[ITO Perſons 


- 


$ ] 
Perl be Gaod, it 4s 6 ; 

Kr, 

be was Piows, ad ber. deſign mas - to. reform: the 
Yeh 3 ſhe ſhews wherein' 24s ; nach lies, aud lays 
down very good Morgl, Rules. and Direiions bow n6 0Uer- 
come it. What then is there here-phich. ſhould. affend +. - 
- Toall this, I anfwer,. Firſt; That,ghe Offence is 
not becauſe ſhe is. a Woman, . Monſieur Poirer fays, 
That Bearded Animals take it-il, that God ſpauld haue 


manifeſted himſelf ſo far ta: « Woman. But by his leave,. 


he is. miſtaken. 3i--we Joi not quarrel, «4 the+DNiving 
Occonomy, nor. envy, his Grecee.18 any» - 1 am tar 
from adviſing Men ts; entgx ine.o'Was with, the 
other Sex ;_ they will gain nothing by it, inaſmuch 
as it would be very unnatural.  They-employ their 
Wit very ill, who. write Satyas again} Women; for 


atleaſt as ſevere ones might; be made againſt Men : ' 


and, commonly; they i have-but. ſmell ſhare of: Senſe, 
Diſcretion and, Vertue,. who deny then to Women. 


But whatever ReſpeQ- be due to:the Sex. in general, 


ar;.to any. | particular | Perion, we muſt guard ageinft 
Dotage.:- we: aught ito be Juſt to-all; but not unrea- 


ſorably Fondi of any.': The Behaviour of  Lyfs the 


phantaſtical Shepher d, . was not Reſpett, but ' Mad- 
ne : and they are not much wiſer than he, who, 
like him. admire the very Deformities of thew 
Miſtreſs, who oſs her witheut-all ImperfeQion, altq- 


gether Divine, the, Maſierrpices of the Creation, and | 


who follow her, «heidi through all places gathering 
the Rags and Scraps, and licking; up the very Dirtand 


Puſt- that falls from her.. 'The Application is plain: 
Again, 'As 1,do-not oppoſe 4lntenia Bourignon; from 
any. pique againſt; her Sex, {o-neither upon the account 
of hee-preſuming to Teach and Reform-'the Om ; 
F WHRICT. . 


5 what Motives aud 


VII. 


which, "may be" thought, 'we 'would have reſerved 
t&'our_ſelves)'as our own” particular- province: for 
Whatever" be" the Privileges of our Charter, we have 
no: reaſon to fear or quarrel with Interlopers, if they. . 
-do'not impoſe upon and* cheat People with falſe and 

counterfeit Wares: "Would God- all were Prophets ! 
T heverily wiſh'that the 'True'Spirit might reſt upon 

all; this wouſd' be ho Prejudice” to the Clergy, but 
a great Faſe to them ; this would" not abate the true 
Reſpe& which is due to their Perſons or Functions, 
but (rather encreaſe-it. ''The Miniſtry - is fo much 
Nliglited; and'th6* Sacred Offices "thereof -{o little re- 
'garded,” only becauſe there is liftle” Commutriication 
'with the Spirit of God; little Knowledge of Him or 
his Ways, and becauſe "generally 'Men favour more 
the things of the World, than thoſe that are of God. 


' : * Finally, | Ido not oppoſe Antonia Bourignon, becauſe 


TanmanEnemy to true Piety :-I would promote this, 
as Thuch as She, 'or any of her Followers. © 'But whar, 
ſhall we Lye for God 2 'or ſpread Errors, to advance 
Piety 2. Every one ought to be zealous for Holineſs 
-and Piety' : But'this Pretext will not juſtifie a Cheat, 
nor 'make'it lawful'to impoſe that which/isnot True ; 
-nor*- is the Biety ſolid" or fure,- which 1s: ſo- gained. 
There'are' important and certain Truths, ſufficient to 
convince and perſuade Reaſonable and Thinking Per- 
ſons 5 and”tis but doitig difſervice to Religion and 
Piety, ro-call iri the Aﬀiſtance of Dreams, 'Whimſies, 
and” phantaſtical' Deſuſions-:'''The* mixture 'of theſe 
raiſes a: Suſpicion; and renders the Wary even jealous - 
of what cannot be denied. *The Judgment of thoſe who 
pretend to-Sence, and\more Knowledge, will-fway-the 
mo Mobb, / who are never at'the pains to Think. 
The prevalency of Atheiſtical Opinions, at'preſent, 
| | proceeds 
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proceeds fromthe lrohaBorvaolg hg indy 
are believed: torhaveamonplt fore Khow 
Whiogiet never examinidrficerrhireoghly; *ArdaSt 
Atheifnrof: theſe Parts? has beenderived from 'Frayce | 
and foo fois had'its' Original there,by Preaching %p1lo | 
much the Fablesof:Phrgazorythe ridiculous/Storics'ef | 
the Bov:;Diew the Hut <pclg/age" Saint Fre =_ 
Mary. Magdaov! ofo Palices,: rare 
Xavier, and? bther' Ancient" 'atd:!Moderhs Sdints; | 
inſtead? of 'thoſt': Certait!and moft: Inftruftive 'In- 
ſtances which! are ſetr: down "irs -Holy 2Screprtire; 
Theſe Deluſibns! cat becurraht.'only For: ſotfie time, | 
or-:[with' thei very:-Credulous; :and/!whers they fare | 
deterted; they.:docal the;mifchief;o which the Devil, | 
who''-firft' ſuggeſted them; :ditl oinrend: 5-ithat? is, | 
they ſhake Mens::Fairh, and! fill:their Mitids* with | 
Doubts about Religion; ſeeingp2hole: who: teach' it; 
while” they, pretend! to be Tnfalſible; take oceafionito 
teach: $0 acfiaciet ſucl :rharigs:asrcould come only * 
ints.the Heads of: Knabesior Fools vo wo ns | 
. The Devilcertainly 'is:a:great Enemy toPiety:'but XC. 
the Pretext of it, has been-as' ſerviceable'!to” him} | 
as any. other .Stratagem.:: He, :as.an-Uſurper upon 
the Kingdomof (Chriſt, who: tias:formt :a-Delign 
oh wreſting it :out:of >the hands: of "its ;Righttut | 
mightily, -he infinuates himſelf” with Perſons bf all 
Humours-and- Iritereſts, 'and deludes the*Serious ind 
Well:meaning,”: with Promiſes and ExpeQtations;':and 
high !Pretences ioff Publick Good ;.theipretents' Piety* 
and Religion, but it's! to uſher: it \Rebellion-and/Dif-- | 
obedience,” a Contradiction to' ſome; poſitive Article; ' 
or expreſs Precept, ſomething 'or-other-which breaks | 
the Chain of Faith, and interrupts that 'Univerfab . 
419131511 | B Reſpect 
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A which: duete God's Word und Conumands, 
Te 0 owed himſelf. alwaysobare:facd;.cor 
ah is Glovea-Free, People:would be afmiiof 
horw, ew. wquld:be.ſo-hardy astn Entertain him: but 
therefore! he. rag eomms. hunt into! an. Angel of 
ee ang: Cheat > be the the leſs 


Vaal bas Coke, 35-to hinder.'2 rr '» Doug bo 
comphence- with any particular ED required. 
If any. join! iffue-Here,: haakiows him to:ſhow: as much 
Zeal as he FR roy mann gs des the more 
Zeal; the better; for his purpale 3 nothing can 
be a better Blind to'k either the Perſon himſelf, 'or 
others, from diſcerning his crime, and dangerous tate; 
how. chat: from- henceforth both the. Character and 
Privilege of a faithful Diſciple is forfeited, according 


Jo:xv.74. ta theke certainand unchangeable Maxims, Te are my 


friends, if ye do whatſoever. 7 canmmand- you > And, 


Jam.i.10. Whoſoewer ſoalt keep the whole Jaw, anal Jet. 4febi in in 


Al. 


. God... This only: 5: true ph and this the Devil 


one point, be is guilty of ad. 

_ like Gold, is .current every' whe, and at 
all tines; \they-are: "but. few who.do not value it leſs 
or more.; and generally Mens credit riſes according 
tothe meaſge 1 in'which they are thought to: poſleſs 
t.. It is impoſſible that this Coin can come from the 
Devils Mint. The =_ of God only can be the 
Author of true-and perfect Piety : I do.got mean per- 
feed. as- to: degrees, but which .is not lame! and: de- 
teRive, which wants nothing to render. it complear, 
Which has all the requiſite parts and proportions, and 
22  uniyerfal-conformity/to the Mind and Will of 


neither 


[29 ] 
velnfer: For a.nor- will belp one 60; abtuc-da thus Hi lis 
1gns, NO it, and does; | 


peatly; hay it.is-qaly perc eptable by Rc; 
and She Ts which os he Ns 


— _ turn,afide the abr ours urn 
gious;Wickenelhs i is nat always joined toxnanftroaus 
Opinions : - Authirs and: Majntziners of: dams 
vable Hereſics, are not always guilty of groſs Imima: 
ralities, 1, / ame had conceald bis] Atheiſin;(his 
Engnies-couſd.not haye:geeulad hin, 17a/radiadl was 
deecived by Monaws's prefeb'd Auftetiryy asmelkas 
by the pretended Rovelationsof MeximillaandPrifci ls, 
the two Women he carry 'd-about:. "With him: The 
Meſaliant, or Auchite, were' othotwite-viry innocent. 
Epiphanits tells us! of one: [{4aqratas:ar;Þyiicrantiof 
Tenmidpytis, in; #gypY, who was both;a:Itarned Man; 
2nd very mortified-to the; Work: -Eintither ate Fleſh; 
nor drank Wine,: and ſeemed inall things very-Exem- 
ary z, and yet this very: Ferſon'did pervertrhe Chri: 
an Dodtrine. very much,; and «id: propagate iow 


dangerow Sentiments! which, FI 
: "2 


| 
| 
i 
} 
| 
j 
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' butonly covers; that the Sitmple a 


L to. 1] 

of! the: Monks; \Hermirs;'© and! other *Rebgious' that 
werethenin #ape2 D153 © 29m9INvg) of Gant 
2Fheywhothink all who held danihibleDodrines 
are notoriouſly wicked irs their Converfktion-attioneſt 
Men,':are as; much miſtaken, i as they'who expe@ithar 
ll wicked Menand Hereticlks'fhould! have :1'thagicat 
Endchere = xorarethey le miltaken, -Who#tinftthat 
therecan be: na evil; where xliere is Jome\go644* not 
any. thing: falſe; or: dangerous; Where there be: forme 
things" true-and uſeft]:; |There be few eveniwicked 
Men; -whoi: have not ſome *commendable Qualities; 
nn AST 
tr ant: leDo@tine/ But-as's fw'good 
Quilivies:canndr/cxcuſt a 'gericvalCourſe'bt Wicked: 
nets]; foſomefewgood:/Dofrines niuſt 'motiabats our 
Zeal againſt ſuch'timpious and{dangerous: Tenets as 
may: be: mixed with them;! Nay, our! zealand abs 
horrency-:again{b:tlioſs;" wherd-[6 mixed; ſhoald2be 
greater than wheh they-are epkratcd y/ becauſe ſuch a 
mixtiire-does net: take/away:the yam, 7 pe Sag 
| | nd Unwary'may 

be the'more eaſily. beguiled/and poiſoned. | I know it 
isthe:Principlei of ome Modern \Divines, toſtretchout 
the: Right:Hand of Fellowfhip"ts' all Parties and: Per- 
ſualfons:+ for:they-think Eetgurs'and\Miſtzkes-of the 
Judgment: veryinnocent :':The-Condition- of their 
Communion is Comprehenſion and Morality ; and'to 
thew-their Moderation,'they can plead the Defence of 
aBury)irmbienche ſtrips: the'Goſpel-naked'of its'Bfſen- 
tials/ ourof'a:pretexti:to take off 'the-foreign Cloaths 
and difagreeable. Dreſs which-others-have put upon it ; 
and thar they_may not ſcare Deiſts and Socinians from 
the Church, while _ throw -out all diſtingiſhing 
Creeds:ſo while in the'Pulpit they look upon the Scrip- 
tures at a:diſtance-only, and talk authoriratively from 
Te) | Epittetus, 


DR 
 Epktorms; Seneca,  Flierocles,'and other[Natural Men: 
They ſhould" be'drawn in 'the* Centre of ' a Circle, . 
which!comains: Jews; Pagans, Mahumetans, 'and all 
withour'the Church; -and all the ſeveral Seas which 
- pretend: toi belong to" it, - only the Papiſt ſhould -be 
bat half''in'y fort tis: nor popular to' make no'diffe- 
-. tence betwixtithim and-others.”: T'with theſe Church- 
Levellers would conſider, that as there'is a Dwarfiſh 
Eittlenef;,fo'there isa monſtrous Latitude-Moderation, 
as all other Vertues have their Limits and Extreams 
on both- ſides, within which they ſhould be'kept,” and 
without which they loſe their Name. 'The Church of 
Epheſas is praiſed tor not- bearing them which are evil, Rev.2. 2. 
for 'trying/ them. who ay, they are "Apoſtles and are © 
xot; tor diſcovering them to be Liars, and for hating 
the: Doftrine of the Nicolaitans : and becguſe:the Church ». 14,15. 
of; Pergamas: did not ſo, therefore ſhe 1s upbraided 
andivefirovees i: 2 nb Het Wo 
: >The growth of Sets and Hereſies has been” very 
much furthered by an indiſcreet Moderation towards 
them, upon: the - Account: that thofe: who followed 
them, either, were generally: eſteemed Innocent, ' or 
held. ſomething that was good.” If it: had: not been 
for: this, ' neither Socinians nor' Quakers would have 
ſpread ſo. much, nor: their damnable Dodtrines taken 
ſuch root. - Moderation and- Charity are good,. but 
God never required them to encourage Error and 
Wickedneſs ; nor yet to indulge Mens perverting the 
Faith, and contradicting - the Infallible Declarations 
of hig Holy Word. ict ht oh 02 © L 

By-this it may be'- perceived whence 'my Zeal 
againſt - Boarignzaniſm ariſeth. I have no perſonal 
Prejudice againſt the Author of this Se, nor any 
of. her Followers. - 1 have all the-good Will and good 
ax? ; Wiſhes 


} 


Nayrat, | 


CS. | 
Wiſhes for 'them -all,, which Chriſtian Charityean 
ſuggeſt, and beſides a particular Kindneſs for|ſome: 
but as there are ſome good Things in the Writings 
of Antonia Bourignon, fo there be other Things: very 
bad ; ſhe advanceth ſome Things of pernicious con- 
ſequence, and: the whole Scheme of her: Principles 
have in my Judgment -a. tendency contrary ta the 
Chriſtian Conſtitution, which I think: my ſelf obs 
ligd to diſcover. It's true, .I do not pretend: to: be 
infallible, but 1 will leave it to any indifferent Reader. 
to judge, 'whether I be miſtaken here, and whether 
I do this Woman and hier Party anylnjuſtice. ::-./:_- 

Indeed it is alledged, That: 1. bave Tranſlated a 


Paſſage of De Cort's Letter 'to the: Ficar-General of 


Mechlin, falſly and. unfairly, to the perverring the 
Senſe of it; The Paſſage is, No body makes Prayers 
to ber; as if 1 would have infinuated that they Wore 
ſhip her as the Papiſts do the Virgia, and: other 
Saints; but I intended ino ſuch thing. . I underftood 
this Paſſage according to-their own meaning ;' and 
publiſhed it'only toſhow that the Author plac'd her 
tm the higheſt rank of Prophets, payed her the re- 

that! was: wont. tobe given to Samuel, Iſaiah; 
Aullah; and others, who had Power with Gad;i-and 
was very: much diſpleasd that none ask'd her Inter- 
ceflion with the Almighty, for preventing thoſe Pub- 
lick Judgments which were threatned and deſerved. 
did not-apprehend that, any would have interpreted 
me otherways, nor is there need-to ſet 'my Invention 
on work to fix Abſurdities upon them that doc -1 
could have produc'd an Hundred more Inſtances, if 
I had not ſhunned being tedious. It's true, the 
Tranſlation is a little cloſe and literal, becauſe I ſtu- 
died to- deliver their Sentiments in their own words, 
”. b, AS 


E403 - 

2s,mnch spoſſihle : And'if there was any Miſtake 
here,-it.is aiſmall one, and-the taking notice of this 
ſo. narrowly; is a:;proof of my Truth and Candobur 
in other particulars ; for omnis Exceptio firmat in non 
Exceptis, | | 

_ Again, It is laid to my Charge that I am like to 
3 Painter, who deſigning an Ugly Face, gives it a 
x ay a. crooked Noſe, a big Tooth, and ſuch 
ike Deformities ; in as.much as intending a malicious 
Repreſentation of Antonia Bexrignon, and her Diſci- 
ples, 1 paſs by what is good in her or them, and 
only pick up here and there. ſuch things as may 
ſerve to this purpoſe, | 
. May it not be a proper Anfwer to this,. to fay that 
he or ſhe who has a very Ugly Face ſhould not tempt 
a Painter to draw it : and if it muſt be done, it 
ought to be done Like, otherwiſe there is a Cheat 
put upon all who ſee it. The /talians are in Love 
with fine Pitures, and'are not Curious what reſem- 
blance they bear to the Original : But here it con- 
cerns..us to have a true Picture, an Exact and Na- 
tural Repreſentation of the Perſon.; and if fuch ſhew 
any Deformity, who can help it 2 The Painter is not 
to blame. 9s 

| I bave not given any Inſtances, but ſuch as are 
true, nor ſhall any Provocation tempt me. to do. it : 
and if telling the Truth diminiſh the Character of 
Antonia Bourignon, thoſe who have doted upon her, 
25 4-moſt perfe&t Beauty, and' who have. in all Com- 
panies magnified her-as incomparable and above any 
thing. in Nature; thoſe, I'fay, may readily fall un- 
der ſome Cenſures, but I am innocent. Whets vain 
Women come to : have their Pictures drawn, they 
deſire the Painter to draw it very like, and. only to 
L007} do 
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do them Juſtice; which he knows is a plain Tnfinuaz 
tion that he ſhould:add ſomes ſtroaks of his Art: and 
Skill, - and” fo to! order it, that''their Natueal*Ble- 
miſhes 'may. be ſhadowed: They would have'me to 
do ſo with Madamoiſelle Bourignon ; but I crave their 


©*!.: Pardon < This'doth not anſwer my Deſign; which 


is to ſhew: her, not according to. their: Fancy;: but/as 
ſhe-is ; :and theirCamplaints «re only asthoſ&eagainſt 
a.Painter, : for coming; too near t6'the Original; ' and: 
for repreſenting Nature a little too much. 'It is ſtrange 
to ſee how much- ſome love to be Cheated, and how 
much the Truth offends them. - -- . (7 207 09 

As according to the Poets, there was once a Conteſt 
betwixt Three Goddeſſes about their: Beauty ; ſo now 


. there: is a Debate whether- Antonia Bourignon 1s to be 


preferred to all the Learned World ; to Fathers, Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles : and we would have this Debate 
decided, :not by. ſome partial 'Pafris that is Bribed, 
but _by:'-a ſerious Confideration : of -the Truth; of 
which every. one may. be:Judge. Wherefore the giving 
Inſtances which are incompatible: with. fach*Preten- 
ces: as. are Pleaded,' is not Malicious, but Juſt and 
Neceflary. :: 2:1 . 71s ef OMTORGGL (EGS 

That this Woman hath ſome things good, -I'do:not! 
deny: : She fometimes complains'of and expoſes the 
general .Corruption 'of Chriſtians very reaſonably ; 
and- diſcourſes-of ſome Moral Virtues indifferently: 
well, ::and withſome heat / and:: fervour. This the 
Publiſher: of zbe Light of the World, defires:to be:taken 
notice ;of particularly. ;/and T know it-15 that: which 
hath : chiefly::engaged . him: and othersto/.her :” But 
theſe things are: not ſingular, :nor reafons'.for'fo high 
an Eſteem of! her and her Writings. ' That which is 
ſingular:and peculiar to Antonia Bourignon,. is neither 

P g00d 
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good nor | true ;'and I have found nothing'g60d'bitt 
what is common, | what is handled and recommended 
1n;eyery;- Pradtical Treatiſe, better | or) worſe, accor- 
ding; to the? Falents and Gifts: of 'the” Author ; yea; 
what! is the Subject, of almoſt daily Sermons, fo 


much-undervalued by! her and her Diſciples. Deim Defenſio 
Teftor i (fays Seckendorf.) me qua. potui diligentia, imo 1, nn. 
credas. valini, nor fine pravits precibus,' aliquot 'Antowie 4tis Ly/. 


libro 'egifſe, ſed regerere in illismihil potuiſſe; quod'me- 
PF vrthodoxa© ufitata wwe ag W_ whit tale, 
cujas leftio librorum tot periculofiſimis 'erroribus refer. 
torum, &. vaniſmo | faſtu tumentium OY com- 
mendari foſit.”:; Will any fay, That Self-denial  Re- 
ſignation, : Charity, and Divine Love, are: new' Names 
now, ſeeing;many Hundreds of: Years before/ſhe' was 
Born, there have: been conſtant.Comphaints that theſe 
Chriſtiart Vertues were;:not generally / obſerved"atid 
practiſed 2 wheo'can be Tgnorant either of theNature 
of them, or our, OQbligationstothem, that ever look'd 
ſeriouſly;uponi'the Scripture? will the Authority of 
Antonia Boxrignon have any more Weight'and Efficacy 
than Moſes andthe Prophets; Jeſus Chriſt:and" the 
Apoſtles 2 If ſhe hath other : DoQrines that! what 
comes from them, :muſt [we not: inquire into the 
Certainty -of - her -Miſſion:2 and. why: ſhould 'the 
Truths, \wbich they; have: long: ſince-"delivered,'\be' 
now, Preached: inrher:Name2-15:her:/ word better! or' 
more t#@;be xelyed\ on 2:'At firſt God: laid only Tivelve 
Foundations; as \ſafficient- for: the Wall: of the New 


Jeruſalem; viz. Zhe, Twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb. How Rev.21.14. 


comes. a:20w ongito:beadded:in our Days Are: 
Neceſary,?*willMeo offerito mend the Work v6 Gott? 
Oh what Infolency -and Biaſphamnis it to Attemiprit. 


The 
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The ſetting up new Names and Authorities,” and the 
preſſing - zealouſly | the particular Opinions of Men, 
whether: true or- falſe, .and the propoſing plain'Serip- 
ture Truths, as Private: Dodcrines;: is:4 great Seryice 
to the. Devil and'his Intereſt.” , For /by this Method 
he does pervert Mens Faith- inſenſibly, and he'takes 
off - their Minds from a Devout Application 'unto- 


- Jeſus Chriſt ; whois the Supream Lord;\ and 'only 


es Er» 
reurs Po- 
pulairs, 


P+.1 97+. 


 Law-giver. This Conſideration' made'\Lather (as\it 


is reported by Monſieur 'd" E/þagze) hate his" own 
Books, and wiſh that they might be Buried, leſt Ren- 
ders ſhould-waſt that tyme upon them, which ought 
tobe imployed in reading the Scripture.'- They who- 
fall-into this Error, are:more 'converfant- with" the 
particular Authors they are beſotted with,” than with 
Feſus Chriſt; and their Minds are more intent upon 
their Writings, than upon the Sacred Scripture: 
Whereas: we ſhould conſider the Truck as it 55: ire 
Jeſus. only,. arid not contend for. Paul,” Apollo,” Cephas, 
ox any. other, ſo as to diſhonour Chriſt, and forget 
his Authority. His Glory is given toi others, 'when- 
their Names and. Sentiments.are made'the Standard 
and Meafure of Religion and Truth. © 29110G/, 
- If we would: run the Race 'that is ſet-befors'us 


. anight, we mult Look unto Feſus, who only is the Au- 
- thor and Finiſher of our Faith:;' ſo far as others may 


help:us:to this, we may conſider them-too': 'butto fix 
our Eyes wholly. upon any other; to-make them alto- 
gether-or equally the Subject of our Contemplations,. 


15/both Evil in-it-ſelf,, and of. dangerous Conſequence 


for/ by: this, we run-a- hazard,- either of halting or 
ſlipping out of the way. * And this is:the Orig Mali; 
the-great Source: whence all: the Floods of © Seffs and: 
Hereftes have come upon the Church':. This = de- 
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he ſimpheity of the Chriſtian Religion i inthe 
Gotoh __— and has revivedell the old:dim 
r Extravagancies fince-the|R 
Cn iy es have- us turned: their Heads: 
by. ;tog carneft. purfuit of; new Opinions; but the 
ting. new: Syſtems of Religion, ad the having. 
an Appetite $0-every; thing that appears plauſible, was: 
theoldDifeaſeof Mankind, and always Fatal: Some. 
Who now favour Bourignianiſm, bam ſure: are very 
capable:to-diſcera.the Miſcluef of this, ſwrwpn—<4 
rors;;-:3ndl heertily wiſh-char, they wouldifet them 
 ſelves-to-cure the laconſtancy: of our Natures, rather 
than to increaſe it. | 
But to go on with the different Cenſures of People, XVI. 
while I ta.Combate Bourignianiſm,.. 4 agfvance-it in 
the Tudgment of ſome. Sqme of the Favourers of this 
New Sedb,. hope. that, my. Narratives: will: rather” re- 
bremesx Antonia Bourignon, than ruin her Principles ; ; 
64k be as; the fiſh, .. 
Witbe ſoz;.I ak very Sohawpyny. and) his: miſsd/ 
mw (VSG "mn ATI weak Defence or 
always Prejudicial; and an-Jgnorart- 
Zeal commonly has kifocts, K0NP.to thar which 
is.intendeds;( or ng [vi 990") 


"Nec ſemper 'ferier” guideenque rh le "- *Hoyat, de 


4+ arte Poet. 


1 amfar: from the Vanity of: thinking. that: theſs: 
Evreirs and: Delufions cotld\not-bebetter detected by; 
anothev: butalſo 1:do;now think; : pry a — 
evet-.myicPerformance:may come,.I am! ſo.unluck 
as to have rendred Bourignianiſm very lovely andide(ts 

 rable - bdo eafly;beteve that I havei by:' that :Nar- 
rative; \extited:the Curious: to know: more: of the: 
Ro — Principles: of: 5 ;Bourighou: But:T do 
2 not 


wid.” 
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not ſee what there is in ther June \hiifiity: 
diſpoſe Perſons to love her. 1 wi ear th ſhewed her 
withall the Advantages, by wether d Diſciples 

do ſet her off; 1 would not-deal” ſo unfairly-as 'to* 
conceal any part :of rhat _ Character whichy they' 
give.unto 550 .But-at the ſame'time,- T'jadgeithar 't 
have given very good Reaſops why'that"ChariQter is- 
not. to be- received, nor their Evidence-admitted ;-be-i 
cauſe their Proofs-are-Unſufficientz their Expreſſions 
are Extravagant , their Narrationsgate-\Inconſifteiit, 
and in their tranſports of Zeal and AﬀeQion  for:this: 
their Miſtreſs, which are' very frequent, _— ricithtor: 


| obſerve Truth nor REY. 


{1 4 ; 
v9 1\ #14 


. Atque" 'ita- mentitur, F7 veris fall remiſces, 
& * x _— ITY 
WY dum vitat bumum, mes & inavia cater; ' 


There i is as little air of Truth! :1n/ ths Adcotinty oft 
Monſieur #e:Cort- and'Monfieur Poi#ts, las there i 4is/in 
the Poems of Prince and: King'Arthur, ''incompoſi poſtrg. 
which, : the - Author'- conſulted hisFaney -onfy'; 'and'! 
tho”: ſom have:cenfured his Vanity-in ng theſe\ 
Poems which he conceived and brought'-forth"in+ 


;. -::\Coffee-Houſes, .and - paſſing, the. Streets, as. a Pattern 
1 .-»for other Poets to write by ; yet he could: never be 


ſo:vain-as to- think : that- either his Contrivance or 
Gharacters would-be received for ftrict Truths, other-: 
wiſe henuſt .have: forgot: whatthe greateſt Maſters: 
of:;that Art! have obſery d oben: and Java d 
to:others. | 

-But neither Hiſtorians-nor Biographers were ever" 
allowed the liberty of Poets. : That» whichiis' without + 
0 Wi ſhould have —_—_ and:Truth.' Matters of 
Fact - 


—_ 
Fact ſiould:be naktuly delivered,” without the by 
Sentiments'of 'the'Relater; - As there'is either a fork} 
ora fancied 'Defe&t of Natural Beauty, where Paint 
and-Patching.is uſed; ſo: e's 'Fruthis wanting where: 
Fandy is: ftudied iwhord)big, Bvelling wordyare-atfes 
ed; |\where every/Cirewrti ace is'Exaggerated,' and: 
no-Conlſequenee leftro-the Reader's: Judgment; 'but'all* 
poſitively-dictared, 'and magiſterially impoſed; not to- 
perſwadetand convince; butto'enſnare theunwary; 
an obttude apon nthem'what might be: rejedted,” 
if falrby:offeret}; ©: However \Clamour, Impudence;andi 
2 multitude of) words; do" catch only” lazy and' inad-' 
vertent: Perfons; for the Jadicious ate) readted there-: 
by more. diffidens: and uf) icious: knowing that theſe: 
Arts.ar&:feldome aſed; t- when Meakos and'Trurh\ 
are/unſerviceable.” vil 0721700354 ge 
Wherefore ur ite hogoue'i isdue to Madamoiſelle 
Bourignon, 'whether ſhe ought to'be received as a new 
Light; asthe Orginof the Holy: Ghoſt;':as the Great: 
Reſtvepr:of che Charehg"2s the laſt . and higheft-Gift- 
of: God toiMankins,: ent to/perferhe Redemption 
begunby: Jeſus Chriſt, 'of whomhe was 's Typeand 
whether ſhe be- | honahgy alien 'or how-fay' 
aqui \Corhpariſon may: boumade betwint thin ad! 
her, whatever be/in'this; Mefriewrs de:Crrand! 
Pojiret;/heriews great! 'Evangeliſts} from 'whomthe _ | 
Reſt copy;':are riot-to* be'compared to his; nor '\nears 
ſaworthy:of: Credit »2and!- yerie- j5-not to':beri 
gined; why>the: laſt andogreateſt Manifeſtation 
Waſdom,: neſs and/Mercy;/\fhould:tiot:be'as for 
dibly: \Atteſted as the foriner 3/ ahd-as- free of Suſpi-: 
cion.” | Abſtrating from their - miraculous Gifts, the: 
Candour > wn 2 EE -the Sacred Penmenrare 
Et ible, that noge*but very: oy 
erfons 
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Perſons will, queſtion, their /Veracity;.c: 'Fis true; they: 
werg as muchin theInterelt of Jeſys;as.could-be,nor was 
it poſſible to be. more zealoys to, have others-intoit-; 
yet, like, fairhful and imopaxtial Witneſſes, they, deliver 
Margess of Fact nakedly, and fet down that: which. 
may. (e539. to- diſguſt ,-.a5/ well as what is pleaſing ; 


thats Jeſus: Chei(t: may? - bg xeceaved,: aot. upan:their: 


Authority, nos: by. virtue. of enticing Words, and: 
ſubtle, Reaſonigs, but: by: the natural and undeniable. 
quence :0of | tholg! things/ which they relate! as: 


ye:2nd: Ear-witnelles. - Whereas, the Spiriti and-Pra-.; 


Qiice off De Cort. and Poiret- are-quite contrary, and 


therefore.their: Credit 4s too weak to ſuſtain;fo. impor-. 
tant a. Characteras. is railgd by them t0:;>Hadamorſele 
Bourianon; and- they: muſt; be very: cnedulaus; ; who; 
upon their ſimple Authority, believe .her-to be farex-: 
traordinarily InſpitediandDigniied: | | / 1 
Fhis was alb-k ainud at,,o that ##:7/6 Narrative.: 
I:purpoſed only in i© toiprouds That: tieip Jadgments! 
arg; not; Infallble, andfar; +Þeipg:'s competent! 
Evidenceiof ſo weiglity Matters ;, 'and without: great: 
vanity, /1 may be:allowed to ay! That! at leaft a 


ſecondoreading wal convince: tboſs: who, are not pr>-: 
judiced;/i That, -knvedenewhat:l intended oBhangs,) 
I have. Oaſk and. Diſprayecr the Buiderce vc 151 

But alas, ! fuch 1s/thie-Cormption,; af;aur->Natares;. 


andthe fatal Deſtiny :of-fome,] that the: plaingſb Re-: 


preſentation gb;Erroyr; apdi.Mice danuneither prevent; 
nor cure:them ::' Theoferngs help;{ torecotier them;: 


doth but proyake ; andtheRtoygcationaothegreater, 
as. the Errours. with: whichthey; are tainted: are/the; 


. moregra(s.  If:Perſons were diſppſedi:to:hear:Reaſon 


_ calmly;-'twould: be” agi-eabe taskgro; axpell 1Ecrour, 
and-to make Truth-prevails: But): Reafdn: bears:litle: 


| ſway 
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fray ih-the World 5; the moſt are rider the domiinivh 
of Prejudices, which allow-nd Freedom to 6ur Rea- 
fotable-Facultics, or Which-keep.them under'a''ve 
great: Reflraint-). Where Prejudices Have :entted and 
m_ poſlefiian;.rit is hard for: Reaſon:;to force its 
and yet we: muſt not give. over the atte | 
if Phyſiek do' not perfect the-Cure at firſt, it: muſt 
be-renewed ;. and: there-is groind: for Hopes,” if once 
the emalignant Humours: be Joaſened from their'feat;.. 
and-fet 1 motion: which ay!be;! and:often/isdbne 
by other Remedies than thoſe they call proper 'Spe- 
erfiaks ; for commonly theſe 'are: not applied; untit 
the Body be firſt-prepared;:!? So-Euntendet! the Fir/f 
Narrative, gnly as. a Preparation to: the mainr Cure ; 
and whether that be: welh or ll done; it may be fer- 
viceable,-if it has but this effe&t; to ſhake a little the 
lazy and unreaſonable Credulity 'of the Bourtgnianifts, 
and if it does: but put them upon the Enquiry into 
the truth of: ſuch important "Matters as they have 
over-haſtily -believed.”'' F' expetd: this at tall; other» 
wiſe the Pfons are truly irrecoverable ; 'no cure cars 
be' wrought, unleſs they will think, and conſider: 
and; if once they doiit,. doubt nov: the. ſucceſs; For 
as:the: Devil flees, when he-iis reſiſted/;" mano ary 
which comes from him, loſes'grotind, when ' it"'is 
enquired into; neither of them can endure'a Fryab: 
this is the. peculiar property of Truth: EL mdy cons 
pare, Bourignianiſn, and ſome: other Deluſions, _ 
Drops,- which- ſhould' be viewed at. a-diſtance) and 
very ſlightly-handled, becauſe upon the firſt png Hon 
ment they diſſipate into Vapours. -. 


.+Theſ- Reflections and : Cenfſures were- ivfiiveni evi XVIIL 


me by a Friend-: Butitherer is-one who has printed! 
Ray: Taonbnk of 'this- Matter, it -a ' Poſtſeripe _ 


he 
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The State of the Philadelphian' $\ fee "He's offended 
' with a Paſſage 'of my Preface, which inſinuates, That 
the /Refutation ''of :Boursguianiſm, will overturn 'the 
Principles and Praftices 'of our Quakers and Philadets 
phians, 12s "well as! the Quietiſts and” Pietifts \abroad; 
becanſe they are of the ſame" kidney, 'and do all ſtand 
4pon the ſame foundation. ' And I1till think that 1 had 
good reaſon; to fay ſo;: becauſe” ſome- Sentiments and 
PraCtices are common to all the Enthuſiaſtick Tribe ; 
and' whatever particular Differences thereareamongſt 
them, they nevertheleſs flow 'all from the ſame Cauſe 
and Source :' viz. r. An intolerablePride,” That they 
have the Spirit,” more- tha" others ;' !That all their 
Fancies:and Caonceits:are :of God. And) 2. Bither'# 
total Contempt and -Dilregardof rhe Soriptare; 6r'a'le- 
velling it with their own private and particular Senti- 
ments; ſo. that: it 'muft. :either ſpeak as they-do, or 
have no Force and Authority.: Now''that"which is's 
good Antidote: again{t3 theſe! 'two'Evils) may be 
eſteem'd 'a Catholicornt for "all ther Diſtempers of En- 
_— whatever Names and:DiftinQtiofs they-go 
UNACF<« DINE AM 1147 Y MAT ef ODDO LTTO TUIW ©1l 
+> They- ſay'i ,>Onwei'fimile >claudicat 5" ahd ihdeed , I 
do;notiſes how | his'is/in'anywik patto the purpoſe's 
Sire 1 am (faithrhe) That our Church of England-men 
and Presbyterians,” as well as the Unitarians and Zwin- 
glians abroad, are not ſowvery eaſily to' bu wornled all by 
one Blow, though they pretend 'to ftand af upon the" (ame 
Foundation, and. do. reſolve the' Principles 'of their Faith 
according to the ſame Rule.” For as ſure a&he is,' Tam 
very much perſuaded;'and: I believe are you; that 
/ "he is miſtaken; for they:do not ſtand-upon the fame 
Foundation, nor haverthey-the ſame Rule for reſolving” 
their Faith, The Church of Engiand,' and'thoſe of the 
| Epiſcopal 


[23] 
Epiſcapal-Porfuaſion; you know, defend Epifcopaey * 
by; x; ts being: more 4 to preſerve the oy | 
and Unity of the Church, even in the Judgmentsf © 
St. Feromy the great Patron of Presbyterians,'as they \ © 
Imagine. 2... The Univerſal Practice of the Che or 
which, was.never:introducd by any Council, "or:Hyt © 
mane Authority. 1 Js The Practice! of ther Apolttes, - 
which igaboye all Humane Authority; » 4-'Phe'/@oti 
formity«fd the Jewi/bOeconomy, which 'was bftals- 
liſhed by: God: himſelf, and which, by-the Example 
of Chriſt; and the frequent Reaſoning of St. Paw; 
was: to, be' the Rule and/\meafure even /under-the 
Goſpel as to! all things ſuitable to. the Nature'and 
Ends of the ſame. Now how can this:Foundation: be 
ſhaken-by- the proper Arguments againſt Peres TY 
As, x. :Þhe Confuſion of Parity. 2. The ore 
of its Conſtitution: 3. Which was introduc'd'and 
occaſion'd/by the Neceſlity of Ga/uzv's Circumſtances 
And, . 4: The Unſufficiency of: his: Authority, when 
hid inthe, balance with that of:the Catholick Church, 
and the undeniable Inſtances of the Apoſtles. Thoſe 
of the Epiſcopal Communion cannot fall with the 
 'Presbyterian, unleſs the Quaker can: effectually prove 
that there'is no ſetled: Miniſtry ; and the Lzbertine, 
that there ought to. be no Government ; and the 
Eraſtian,* that Religion and'' the Church - are. and 
- ought to be entirely ſubjefted to the Prince and Civil 
State ; ithat their Will and Humour are as much to 
be regarded as the. Practice of | the Apoſtles,” the. 
 Example-'of- Chriſt, -Reaſon,: or. Divine :Inſtitution. 
If Dr. 73Jotſor's famous Sermon,; and Dr; Wake's late 

'Book, can be ſhewed as undoubted :Demonſtra- 
"tions, | both the Church of England and Presbyterians 
” $11 D may 
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put: up their: Papers, and lay: their" 
pra Mouths and: __ may both: Pevrflne and 
Fopthr. 13 10-2415; rue 
In like kart thoſe: he hold: A Trinetgy build 
their: Faith ypon. the; Authority. Certaiaty and Pers 
ſpicuity of the Revelation. of the Scriptures; 'conſtant: 
Tradition,. which-gives:this, with ather-Arvieles;: as 
the. Faith once grrioanry; fo the (Sabits, by Glnift:and 
the 1. 5 any RT. ny wm os a IR 
£0 end 'all.Myfteries;::and particu 't 
bas ren of-God:; and: the-unreaſonableneſs: of: res 
fuſing-an-affent to a-plain Revelation," only becauſe 
the-Snbject is'above ourireach, \when-there are many 
things im-Nature: which we are: forced: to'acknows 
; though their Conſiftency- 1s -an/ [hidden and 
unintelligible Myſtery. But theſe are things which 
Unitarians will not yield ; they -refuſe this 'Foundas 
tion, and build upon a particular:ofie, which:may be 
overturned, while the other ſtands fure.. Indeed, both 
Trinitarians and Unitarians would be thrown ro the 
ground, if the Doubts of Deiſts could be turned-into, 
indubitable Proofs, that there never was any Revela« 
tion at all ;. or the: Atheiſts Quibbles and:Witticifms. 
could:be changed-i into ſolid,  irrefragrable Demonſtra« 
tions, that there 155no God. And at this rate there 
may be, with as great likelyhood, one .Comprebenfrue. 
Blow given' to all the: ſeveral Diſputes amongſt Man- 
kind, -by advancing Sceptical Arguments, - that . there 
is-no Certainty at all ; that.itis doubtful whether Men, 
as well/as 'Brutes, may:not be 'meer Automata, with- 
out'Senſe; Reaſon' or. Perception ;: that +it-cannot be 
known when they are aſleep, -or when awake, whe- 
ther _ do _ always dream, when they _ 
they 


To} 
hey foe dearly; If there: beno ther Life; ns Stats 
after this; we and: 'the:PL/adelphians! both trouble 
ourſelves to no-purpoſe;: And: yet:he muſt be:very 
ignorant of our Principles; who+ would ſay; tharnite 
refdlve- our Faith alike : or (that the proving) thei 
guilty; of graſs Deluſtons,: dees alfo prove, :thativit 
haye-no:{ure; fixed; or fufficient Rule:to-walk/byliiT 
+eT. eaunotichiſe)but-laugh,-when- I : ſee hintioas 
deayour:to::abate Mens Reaſonable abhorrency* of 
private.deluding Spirit, 'by. calling: it the Principle of 
Internal Leopt ; as 1t doftand new Names:could change 
the-nathre-of, old; ugly Diſeaſes. Nor is itleſs:ridi- 
oulees, how he ins woe Imputation:of Earha- 

iſtioal Impoftnres: ard Delufions from his Party;;rand 
others-viithe ſame &idney, :by ſaying, Thatinome have 
written; better, or with more perſpicaity and 'ſolidity 
azatnfs thele;| than: they who bave: poſſeſſed this'i Prins 
cipler (as: if it: was-iimpoſlible? or unheardiof,; for one 


tobeideluded,: and:yetnot to:be ſenſtble of its oro. 


_ exclaim againſt[a''thing; of which 'he himſelf is as 
puilty asany':' And Ido! not:mean the Exclamations 
of groſs, deſigning Hypocrites ;' as when a Rogue 
holds-up/bs Hands, and cries out, PiLany / Villany { 
or like that notorious Whore, Sir Roger L' Eftrange 
fome'where'ſpeaks. of, . wlio had always in-her'mouth, 
O"the:Impudence of Women now a-days 1” | off 
-- Ttfeems that this Author did never. walk about Bert 
Jehem, where he-might have ſeer ſome who very pro. 
perlybelongd tothe Houſe, laughingaod bemoaning 
the Madnets-of others that were thurup'there. Barton 
wrote alargeFolioupen Melancholy,oand yer, they 
fay; he was: Hypocondriack as much and as fres 
quently. as any. ns” Farien' cautions - 
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witneſs come hort' of his :peremptory Progno! 
tjons. '' So” ther profound Jac, der Cri (which tits 
Author admires) may have written well agairift En- 
thufiaſm , and! yer; for: ought 1 know, 'as ttrach'ah 
Eathuſiaſt as any; for I:own that 1 norte 
him, having long fince 'turn'd off the Cbnyerſition 
of the Myſticks. For though they, now arid then, 
do deliver pious and uſeful Thoughts ; FE penneny 
their ination is ſo much heated with the contern- 
plation of uncommon things, that rhey, for the moſt 
part, raveand talk extravagantly » and, it my udg- 
ment, it is equally uſeful and well-ſpent time, to'dive 
into their--Meaning,” as' to' trace the Notions 'of 'a 
Bedfamite. Myſtical Divinity contribates as” little 
to 'True Religion, as Profound ung per 'Jo'to 
the ſolid Uſe of Reaſon : the Chimera's and fubtle 
Notions of the one *and other, 'make. giddy 'Heads 
fit only to be kept within the Walls 'of a Cloiſter g 
for if they walk abroad, 'they are laugh'd at, and 
their ſingular Notions and Whimſies obſtruct” both 
their Eſteem .and the Good which otherwiſe'they 
might do. oh ae BUG 
But toreturn:to this Philadelphzan, who, 'it ſeems, 
has a tender Reſpect for Madamoiſelle Bourignon - He 
ys, That he hopes' to ſee her true Charatter 'imder. 
taken by one that is neither a Friend nor an Adverſary. 
Who, I pray, can this be ? or from what cvrt Gertl 
World muſt the come » Certainly he is an Uropzan ; 
and this Author is a new Hemmepin, he knows IntHl- 


-LHgent Creatures, different from the Good arid" Bad 
. both of this World and the other, who cati ſee Good 


and 


Ivik without Love or Hatred, Favour .or:Averſ 
|-from,; whence . will this wonderful: Undertaker 
>hisJnſtructions?.. All that have. yet written of 
s Woman, .are cither Friends or Adverſaries ; and. 
t he be.a.meer Tranſcriber, he:is as little to.be truſted, 
35 his, Authors, The Character of Antonia Bourignos, 
15:nat,. according to my judgment, to be undertaken 
& the Eiifory of Troy, or the Battel of Pharſalia, at 
;. perfect Indiffterency whether the Conquerors. 'q 
,onquered. were. in the Right, or which of ther 
thewed.. moſt. Valour. He that enquires into the 
CharaQter and Principles of Madamoiſele Bourignon, 
and_.has. 3 juſt value for important Truths, cannot 
chuſe :but be of one fide or other : if he find her 
truly and divinely Inſpired, he will and ought to. be 
aFriend ;, otherwiſe he. ought to contema her as an 
Impoſtor, or deluded Perſon, and then I think he may 
be reckon” an Adverſary.: and if we can ſuppoſe him 
very-little concern'd whether ſhe be one or other, his 
Account is. not-much to be regarded ; for then we 
may very well ſuppoſe that he did not take pains to 
know. the Truth. | 

-.,,But I believeby this Periphraſis, the Author meant 
an Impartial Perſon, which he thought a Friend or 
Adverſary could not be; *'tis true , the CharaQers 
both of Friends and Enemies are ſometimes liable to 
Suſpicion ; for the firſt -generally over-do,. and the 
other ſeldom come a juſt length : Love and Hatred 
blind the Judgment, and are like Impetuous Tar- 


\7 


rents, which commonly overflow. the Banks of Rea- 


4 


{on and Diſcretion. But yet.it is poſſible, andT hope 
frequent, whatever this Author thinks, that both 
: "Err and Adverfaries will be juſt, and give a.Te- 
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ſtiniony/to. be:relied on 3; rior: can. the Teſtimony: of 
either hie reaſonably doubted, whem it evident that 
they eſpect Truth; and not the Perſons of :Men, ' and 
are :moved:by the 'Merits-of the Cauſe, -and+nat+iby 
Intereſt, or-unreaſonable Prejudices.. 4 f the:Ingenuity 
of fuch- cannot be truſted, we' ſhall never:be able +t9 
diſcus Boar igntaniſm, or: any other Matter, 5 ;aridihe 
s at-needleſs trouble; when' he writes'and- prints the 
Accounts, of theP hiladelphian Socrety. bt 5 mop its MB 
-:L am of theopinion,that no-body ſuſpe&sthe learned 
Dr: Prideaux of Mahometaniſm, or is 10 uncharitable:h3 
rathink ftiim-noſincereFriend to Jeſus Chriſt + there« 
fore his Life and Obaratter of Mahomet to be queltion'd; 
_ which he:has written with ſo much” Ingenuity and 
Accuracy? I cannot” fatisfie - this /Man' that I am 
hisquſt: Medium between a Friend and-an Alverſary; 
for. truly, am as yetino Friend to Mudamorſelle Bow: 
ragnon:,” but fuch- an Adverſary as” would becarhes 
Eriend'.if Truth could-oblige me. '! As one-was) wil 
lng to be a Papiſt , if he could' get over Tranſub. 
ftantiation , 'but faid he , #t 2s paſt my belief:>, "One 
for all, I promiſe to be as faithful in-relating Matters 
of Eat, according to:my Knowledge, as ' + I was a; 
Witneſs upots Oath and - I ſhall alſo endeavour. ts: 


judge 'impartially. aevording/to Truth. + + 
But, Dear Sir, I ask you Pardon for detaining you: 
ſo long with my*Seribble : Nor can I give Monheur: 
Paſchal's 'exeuſe-when he wrote a long- Letter, that. 
he had no time to make" ſhorter ; but;'tis the:Cuſtom 
of 'this Country: to" uſe little 'Ceremony ,: they rate; 
Fi ar- the Pains to put. on fine Closths,phutiwatk 
broad, give and receive Viſits in their looſe/Giham-} 
ber-dreſs : Now:I treat you thus familiasly, +I-ſend- 
gory you 


* 
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youaardte? Letter,” which wants the: Acbutady of - 
thoſs Books ya are: Perufingf {and-yett T know thaf 
you haveſo much Rindned ard! good Nature as'not 
w-be-offended;'-or to think your ſelf [highted -i for 
T5:youb Maxim'to welcom: your: Friends heartily; 
whatever way they come. 219d 5 
vi hear that-ſome:worthy Friends and Acquiaintance 
look - inpatiently: for -the! following: Natratives;:and 
complain that they are not ſent ; therefqre-let:me 
beg the favour of you, to acquaint them with what 
I have written for my Excuſe; and to ſhew them that 
beſides the hindrance from the Neceſſity of my Cir- 
cumfſlances, I have been a gathering new Meteoals Re ncntk 
upanddown all proper places ; and fo ſoon as L.lave. 
put them in order,\ with -the things T had prepared 
before 1 left Eng/and, they ſhall be tranſmitted. But. 
bong ah diſtance. from the Preſs, I cannot fend. 
my Papers to'it, *aS before; rill all be finiſhed, leſt it: 
ſhould be ſtopt too long by contrary Winds ; nor canT 
ſend any without firſt taking Copies, leſt they ſhould 
Miſcarry, and I be put tora ſecond Trouble of think- 
ing and conſulting Books: And alſo, I muſt now write | 
all my ſelf, having no Amanuenſis here, ſo-that it is. 
no wonder if my Work be tedious. 
If you, and my other worthy Friends, ſhall think - 

it worth the while to fatisfie Strangers in this Mat- 
ter ,, by making this more Publick , I will not be- 
again{t-it ;- provided you give * ſelf the friendly» 
trouble of correcting the groſler Faults, which may 
difguſt nicer Palates. a7 2 

-E wilt be careful not to abuſe your Friendſhip, but- 
I-iintent-to/ preſume a little upon-it, and to give. 
you- the trouble of receiving all T ſend from hence, 
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